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Singapore, 2nd May 1882

Dear Mr. Sander,

On Saturday 30th April we arrived in Singapore and had the pleasure to find Mr. Rim. [Rimann] here, who gave me the unwelcome news that Box .[Boxall] is already in Man. [Manila]. I shall therefore have a hard task, but don’t let that worry you, you will have your plants before Low receives his. I shall have to concentrate on Ph. S. [Phalaenopsis sanderiana] and V. S. [Vanda sanderiana], perhaps I should leave Ph. S. for the time being in order to be ahead of Low. 

First I shall need to ascertain where B. went after leaving Manila, and I shall let you know without delay what I can find out. I have agreed with Rim. that Foerstermann will take my plants with him, as much as possible, and I shall remain in contact with both of them for this reason. Furthermore, I have taken pains to alleviate my future task in Manila as much as possible. I shall write to you later and I am sure you will be satisfied. 

Furthermore, I cannot help thinking that Roebelen has left you in the dark, intentionally or unintentionally, about his plans for Manila. I shall find out more once I am there. Connections from S. to M. are quite frequent (approx. every 8 to 14 days) and even more often. The journey by mail costs $60 and lasts 5 – 6 days. I shall depart this afternoon and will therefore arrive next week. 

To enter M., a passport is required, and I have obtained one from the local consulate, as my existing one was valid for Europe only. I had to pay 6 shillings for it. The Spanish consul most charmingly collected $2.00 from me for his visa. Portuguese grammar here is of no more use than German grammar in London, as the language is Spanish not Portuguese. However, I shall have to make do; also, it appears that foreigners are not particularly welcome, but none of this bothers me; I am only slightly worried about Box., but I intend to get the better of him.

I would like to ask you to send me, if possible, coloured drawings of those orchids known in M. that you are interested in, as far as available. This simplifies collection enormously and they are sometimes worth £10, as far as I know. The season for collecting in M. should be quite favourable now, the rainy season should start in September and last until April, May, good for establishing plants but not good for collecting. Well, if I don’t return to Europe I could leave M. during the rainy season and go to Hainan (China) or some other place so that I don’t sit around doing nothing. But let’s wait and see how things develop. I have visited the local botanical garden in the past but I did not see any of the orchid collections mentioned by Burbidge. The few specimens I found looked miserable and there was nothing in flower. The garden itself is very good and well kept, just the labelling is from before the Great Flood. Singapore itself is a pretty little town with approx. 300,000 inhabitants, mostly Chinese and Malay, who have the ambition (like mosquitoes), to get as much as possible out of strangers or Europeans. Lightweight clothing is cheaper than in London. 

Well, I hope that I shall have some good news for you in my next letter and I trust that this letter will find you in good health and, while you are reading it, I shall have collected a good number of plants.

I remain,


with kind regards,


W. Micholitz

PS. I have just heard from Christ. that Boxall is not in Manila but on the Tula Islands. I don’t know whether this is true or not – S. chatters like an old woman.
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